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Colorimetric mRNA quantitation
R&D Sytems’ Quantikine mRNA is
a novel method that can be used to
quantitate cytokine-specific mRNA at
low levels. It is sensitive, specific and
accurate without the known
disadvantages of the traditional
mRNA quantitation method.
Quantikine mRNA is a colorimetric
microplate assay that uses either total
or poly(A+) RNA. The assay can be
completed in less than a day.
Quantikine mRNA assay is amenable
to high sample throughput analysis of
multiple mRNA targets on the same
microplate. Kits are available for
human IL-1β, human IL-2 and
human IL-6.
Circle number 2 on reader response card.
New self-balancing rotors
Beckman Coulter has introduced two
new high-capacity rotors in the
ARIES (Automatic Rotor Imbalance
Equilibrating System) family. The
new KS-4.2A and JS-4.2SMA ARIES
rotors are specifically designed for
use in Beckman Coulter’s J6 Series
high-speed centrifuges. ARIES
technology eliminates the need for
manual sample balancing, resulting in
simplified processing. These rotors
automatically identify and correct
imbalance, rather than merely
tolerate it. ARIES also incorporates
Smart Balance Technology, allowing
the rotor to correct imbalance and
complete a run.
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In Brief
Thermal cycler
Genex have recently launched PACER, a
new thermal cycler. Primarily designed for the
smaller reserach and educational laboratory,
it has proved to be as feature-packed as
machines costing many times more. 0.2 ml
and 0.5 ml Peltier blocks are available with or
without heated lids. All programming is
carried out on a PC and downloaded via
cable or infra-red to the PACER. Once the
program is sent to the unit, it remains there
until it is overwritten. The PACER can also be
used to partner diagnostic kits that require a
number of temperature steps and ramps to
be conducted.
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Nucleic acid extraction kit
Available from Fisher Scientific UK, the
IsoQuick is one of the most versatile
extraction kits on the market. It is intended for
use in the extraction and purification of
nucleic acid from a variety of samples, in
particular gram negative bacteria, mammalian
tissue culture cells or whole blood. Using a
simple, effective phase separation technique
the researcher is provided with DNA and/or
RNA of purity and yield comparable to that
obtained by the phenol chloroform method,
but without the use of hazardous chemicals.
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Deep-well plate family
Semat have added new sizes to their range
of deep-well plates. 96-well plates with a
capacity of 2 ml and 350 µl when sealed are
now available. Additionally, a unique specially
designed piercable sealing cap which allows
the penetration of a needle through the cap
into each well is offered. The newly
introduced 96-well plates are made from
inert polypropylene, ensuring heat and
solvent resistance, and are available with 2 ml
square, v-shaped wells or 350 µl volume flat
bottomed, v- or u-shaped wells. The original
1 ml volume 96-well plate is still available.
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Competitive quantitative RT–PCR
Ambion’s new Competitive Quantitative
RT–PCR kits are designed for the
competitive quantitation of mRNA using a
synthetic exogenous RNA standard added to
RT–PCR reactions. Each includes a precisely
quantitated synthetic, RNase-proof RNA
standard which simultaneously controls for
RNA isolation, reverse transcription and
amplification. Ambion’s RNA competitors
ensure an accurate result with consistency
over multiple experiments. Twelve kits are
presently available; each contains a gene-
specific RNA competitor and primers.
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Why carry three instruments to
measure pH, TDS and conductivity
when you can measure these three
important parameters with a single
meter? The new HI 9812 meter,
recently introduced by HANNA
Instruments, provides a compact and
convenient solution. This rugged 
3-in-1 meter allows the user to
accurately measure pH, EC
(conductivity) and TDS with a single
portable meter. pH is measured over
the full scale while the EC range is
expanded to 4 mS/cm. The TDS
measurement range of 0–1990 ppm is
ideal for water conditioning,
aquariums and fish farming
applications. The meter saves the user
valuable time because probe changes
are not required when switching
between the measured parameters of
either pH, conductivity or TDS. The
probe is engineered to resist
contamination and is particularly
suited to harsh conditions. In addition
the replaceable probe incorporates a
pH electrode with a cloth junction and
gel polymer electrolyte to ensure long-
life and greater stability of readings.
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3-in-1 meter saves time and money
